An important note from the Federal Trade Commission

'._'I'_-:‘:;‘-'.j:Lookzng for health msurance? Make sure: that s what you te buyﬁ.ng, or you couid ﬁnd yourse:lf on the .
-':hook for bzg medical bllls w1th 0. Way o pay them = S S SRR L

'Thats because what sounds hke affordab e heaith msurance may be a m&dzcczl dzscount plm instead.

- _-_ﬁMedzcai _discount plans can. be a way for sothe people to save money on their health care costs,. but :

e -':-"dlscount pians arent health msurance

Thc Federal Trade Commxssmn, the natlons consumer pmtecnon agency, wants you £o know that
e _'_"ﬁlthough some mcdwai dlscount plans prowde Iegmmate discounts, others take people’s money _
“and offer very li tle in return 'Ihe PTC and its state law enfolcemcm partnem also have found

Why Does It Matter?

If you buy a health insurance plan, it generally
covers a broad range of services, and pays you
or your health care provider for a portion

of your medical bills. If you buy a medical
discount plan, you generally are paying for a
list of providers and sellers who may be willing
to offer “discounts” on some of their services,
products or procedures. Medical discount plans
don’t pay your health care costs.

Question Discounts of “Up To”

“Discounts of up to 70%!” — but how often
will you save that much? Savings with discount
plans typically are a lot less, When you consider
a discount plan’s monthly premiums and
enrollment fees, there may be no “discount”

at all. What's more, if you have major health

problems or an emergency, you will have to cover
most, or all, of the bills if you don't have health
insurance.

Look at the Details

Medical discount plans aren’t a substitute for
health insurance — nor are they the same

as health insurance, Nevertheless, if you are
interested in a discount plan, check whether the
doctors you use participate. Call your providers,
as well as others on the plan’s list, before you
enroll or pay any fees. Some plan promoters may
tell you that particular local doctors participate
when they don’t, or they might send you
ourdared lists. Check out every claim, and get
the details of any discount plan in writing before
you sign up.



